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Were these people really blind to a truth that was one of the truisms of
Human Life? Had they never acquired the common knowledge that
every desirable object has its price ? Would they insist on demanding
the 'freedom from want' which the technician's cornucopia could churn
out, without reconciling themselves to the discipline that was the con-
dition sine qua non for the successful performance of the technician's
white magic ? This indictment of the industrial workers' attitude might
seem unanswerable to our observer so long as he was viewing the scene
from the technician's standpoint; but as soon as he exchanged this for
the historian's he might find himself seeing the same spectacle with
different eyes. An historian would draw the spectator's attention to a
string of historical facts. The Western Industrial Revolution had started
in an eighteenth-century Great Britain; at that time and place an
exceptionally high degree of freedom from regimentation on the econo-
mico-social plane had been enjoyed by at least a minority of the popula-
tion, particularly by the Whig landlords and by the Nonconformist
business men ;x members of this economically free and powerful minority
had been the creators of the industrial system of mechanized production;
and the pre-industrial freedom of enterprise which these pioneers of
Industrialism had inherited from a previous social dispensation had been
the inspiration and life-blood of the new economico-social dispensation
that their initiative had conjured into existence.

Moreover, the industrial entrepreneurs' pre-industrial spirit of freedom,
which had been the primum mobile of the Industrial Revolution, con-
tinued to be its driving-force in the next chapter of the story; for, in the
souls of the 'capitalists* who became the first masters of the new econo-
mic power-machine in virtue of having been its makers, this pristine
ethos did not immediately succumb to the antithetical spirit of regi-
mentation that was innate in their monstrous creature. While, however,
the captains of Industry thus continued for a season to elude the fate
of being crushed by a steam-roller of their own manufacture, this fate
was the birthmark of the new urban industrial working class that the
pioneers of Industrialism had called into existence to be the servitors
of their new machines.2 The industrial working class felt from the out-
set, in their full weight, the crushing effects upon human life of a
triumphant Technology's success in mastering a previously intractable
Non-Human Nature. In a previous context3 we have watched Tech-
nology liberating Man's economic activities from the tyrannies of the
cycle of Day-and-Night and the cycle of the Seasons; but, in the act of

1  The return of the English Nonconformists to power on the economic plane after
their exclusion from power on the political plane has been noticed in III. iii. 334 and
358, n. i.

2  This new industrial working class in the interior of the Western World had been
cursed with the same congenital unhappiness as the new intelligentsia in the Russian
and other non-Western societies that had been caught in the Western Civilization's net;
and the cause of the unhappiness was evidently the same in the two cases. Either of these
two new; classes had been called into existence artificially and hastily for the purpose of
performing a new social function for which there was an urgent demand; and the society
that had commandeered the new class's professional services had not provided for its new
servants* human needs. Both the Industrial Proletariat and the Intelligentsia were, in
feet, proletarians in the original sense of being 'in' Society without being 'of it. For the
Intelligentsia, see V. v. 154-9; for the Proletariat, see I. L 41, n. 3, and p. 597, below.

3  On pp. 306-10, above.